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1. Report Purpose 

1.1 To consider the current position with regard to achievement of fully-operational 
fundable body status. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 The Board is invited to note: 

 the contents of the Scottish Funding Council’s letter of 18 January 2016 (a copy of 
which is attached at Annex A); 

 that the Scottish Funding Council requires assurance as to the effective 
implementation of the new arrangements  through further observation, following 
the appointment of the new Chair and the permanent Executive Director; and 

 that the Scottish Funding Council has stated, “we therefore anticipate a final 
decision with regard to GCRB status would be appropriate between May and July 
2016, aiming at GCRB taking on full responsibility for all its functions from 1 August 
2016”. 

3. Background 

3.1 At its October 2015 meeting the board received a report on achievement against the 
criteria for achievement of fully-operational fundable body status.  Only two items are 
outstanding from these criteria: 

 putting in place the Financial Memorandum between GCRB and the colleges, which 
will take place at the point GCRB takes on the related powers from the Scottish 
Funding Council; and 

 creation of an internal audit plan (which has been drafted and will be considered by 
the next meeting of the Audit Committee). 
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3.2 The Board also noted a letter from the Scottish Funding Council dated 23 October 2015 
(copy attached at Annex B), which noted the timetables for Chair and Executive Director 
appointments and stated that “there would need to be time for governance and 
management arrangements to be fully implemented and working seamlessly and for 
[SFC] to observe this”.  

4. Next steps 

4.1 At the time of writing, we are still waiting on an announcement from the Scottish 
Government about GCRB’s new permanent chair. 

4.2 As reported to the board at this meeting, arrangements for recruitment of the Executive 
Director are proceeding as planned. 

4.3 The references in the Scottish Funding Council’s letter of 18 January to the finalisation 
of the Regional Outcome Agreement are consistent with our current plans, although as 
noted in one of the other papers for today’s meeting, decisions on funding will need to 
be made within a shorter period than originally envisaged.  Of course, formally these 
decisions still have to be endorsed by the Scottish Funding Council.  However, by 
increasingly operating as if full status has been achieved, GCRB can demonstrate its 
effectiveness. 

5. Risk Analysis 

5.1 Achievement of fully-operational fundable body status is key to GCRB being able to play 
its full role in the Glasgow region.  

6. Legal Implications 

6.1 There are no specific legal implications arising from this paper. 

7. Financial Implications 

7.1 Achievement of fully-operational fundable body status will enable GCRB to assume its 
full financial responsibilities and accountabilities. 

8. Regional Outcome Agreement Implications 

8.1 There are no specific implications for the Regional Outcome Agreement arising from 
this paper. 
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