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1. Report Purpose

1.1. The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) publishes on an annual basis academic Performance
Indicators (Pls) for Scotland’s colleges. College Performance Indicators 2015-16,
provides a report on national Pls for the academic year.

1.2. This report summarises key national themes within the SFC report and provides for
members’ information, an overview of the Glasgow Region data within this national
context.

2. Recommendations

2.1. The Board is invited to:

note the contents of this report and its appendices;

note that the three Glasgow colleges were effective in continuing to improve
outcomes for students in 2015-16; and

note that GCRB and the assigned colleges will continue to evaluate and seek to
improve learner success, including in terms of further exploring differences in
attainment levels for modes of study, subject areas and protected and priority
groupings.

3. Sector Level 2015-16

3.1. The SFC College Performance Indicators 2015-16 report is available from
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/communications/Statisticalpublications/2017/SFCST012017.aspx

or from GCRB on request.

3.2. This

report provides evidence of generally continued improvement in learner

attainment across Scotland’s Colleges.
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3.3. Interms of full-time provision at SCQF levels 1 to 6, the report highlights that:

e 65.5% successfully completed their course. This is 1.5% higher than 2014-15.

e Of the colleges delivering full time FE courses in 2015-16 fourteen had improved
success rates in comparison to the previous year and eight saw a decline in the
proportion successfully completing their course.

e Changes in success rates for colleges ranged from +8% to -4%.

3.4. Inrelation to full-time learners at SCQF levels 7 and above, the SFC reports that:

o 72.2% of full-time students successfully completed their course which is a 0.9
percentage point increase on the previous year.

o Of the 16 colleges delivering full time HE courses in 2015-16 nine had improved pass
rates in comparison to the previous year, one remained the same and six saw a
decline in the proportion successfully completing their course.

e Changes in success rates for colleges ranged from +5% to -4%.

4. Glasgow Performance Indicators
4.1. The SFC’'s summary of Glasgow data for 2015-16 is attached as Annex A.
4.2. Interms of all enrolments on recognised qualifications, the table below shows that just

over three quarters of learners in Glasgow successfully complete their courses, which is
3.6% more than is the case across Scotland as a whole (75.6% compared to 72.0%).

Table 1: Scotland and Glasgow Region 2014-15 Learner Outcomes (all modes and levels)

Scotland Glasgow Variance
Completed Successful 72.0% 75.6% 3.6%
Completed Partial Success 13.3% 9.7% -3.6%
Further Withdrawal 9.9% 10.1% 0.2%
Early Withdrawal 4.8% 4.8% -0.1%
4.3. The collated Glasgow data set out in the table overleaf shows significant improvement

across all of the four mode-level categories over four-year period since 2012-13, and
the Glasgow College Region now performs ahead of the national averages across all
four mode/level categories.
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Table 2: 2012-13 to 2015-16 Glasgow College Region and Scotland Successful Attainment
Rates by Mode-Level Categories

Mode-Level Area 2012-13 | 2013-14 | 2014-15 | 2015-16 Trend

Full-Time Further Glasgow Region | 62.90% 65.60% 66.20% 67.2% 4.3%
Education Scotland 65.50% 65.90% 64.00% 65.5% 0.0%
Part-Time Further Glasgow Region 70.20% 73.20% 76.60% 79.7% 9.5%
Education Scotland 77.60% 78.40% 75.90% 74.3% -3.3%
Full-Time Higher Glasgow Region 71.00% 72.70% 74.10% 74.7% 3.7%
Education Scotland 70.30% 71.40% 71.30% 72.2% 1.9%
Part-Time Higher Glasgow Region 75.20% 80.90% 79.70% 80.0% 4.8%
Education Scotland 76.30% 77.60% 78.30% 78.8% 2.5%

4.4. Interms of identifying reasons for this significant improvement in learner outcomes
over the above time period, members should note the following:

e the success rates at all three assigned colleges have improved;

e the three colleges have all completed mergers and this process has brought
together new curricular staff teams and quality and performance management
approaches;

e all three colleges have undergone external review by Education Scotland in the
time period;

e since 2012-13, the Glasgow Region and the assigned colleges have been
required to set and report on attainment rates as part of the Regional Outcome
Agreement Process, in the context of rising attainment rates nationally;

e attainment rates for school leavers have improved;

e more school pupils are staying on to fifth or sixth year and the age of college
learners has increased in the time period; and

e there has been a significant increase in the proportion of courses leading to a
recognised qualification.

4.5. With regards to retention rates, the table below shows that across both full-time
groups, proportionately fewer Glasgow region learners withdraw prior to course
completion (2.5% fewer at SCQF 1-6 and 2.9% fewer at SCQF 7 and above). However, a
higher proportion of Part-Time Further Education learners do not complete their course
of study (2.9% more).

Table 4. 2014-15 Glasgow Region Withdrawal rates

Glasgow Region Scotland
Early Further Early Further
withdrawal | withdrawal Total withdrawal | withdrawal total
Full-Time Further Education 7.9% 15.1% 23.0% 9.0% 16.5% 25.5%
Part-Time Further Education 4.6% 7.6% 12.2% 3.1% 6.1% 9.2%
Full-Time Higher Education 3.2% 11.2% 14.3% 4.6% 12.6% 17.2%
Part-Time Higher Education 3.3% 6.1% 9.4% 2.9% 6.1% 9.0%
All enrolments 4.8% 9.9% 14.8% 4.8% 10.1% 14.9%
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4.6.

4.7.

4.8.

4.9.

4.10.

4.11.

It is also of note that very few Glasgow Region college learners complete without
gaining any of the course credits. For courses of 160 hours or more, only 1.3% of FE
students and 3.0% of HE students in Glasgow completed without gaining any
qualification against national norms of 6.9% and 3.7%.

Annex A also provides a breakdown of performance indicators by Education Scotland
subject groupings for both further and higher education courses of 160 hours or more.

At further education levels the following subjects perform significantly above national
average levels: Nautical studies (+7.6%), Special Programmes (+6.9%), Performing arts
(+9.7%), Hospitality and Tourism (+5.1%), Business Management and Administration
(+4.7%), Media (+5.0%), and Care (+7%). However, Sport and Leisure performs
significantly below national levels (-5.0%) and for Science and Social Subjects, only just
over half of all enrolments complete successfully (55.0% and 51.2% respectively).

At higher education levels, achievement rates for Education and Training and
Hairdressing, Beauty and Complementary Therapies are significantly above national
averages (+8.1% and +4.2% respectively) and no subjects perform significantly below
Scottish norms.

Members should note that the 2016-17 and draft 2017-18 ROA contain commitments to
continue to evaluate and seek to improve learner success, including in terms of further
exploring differences in attainment levels for modes of study, subject areas and
protected and priority groupings, and for regional Curriculum Hubs to review subject
level performance indicators and identify quality enhancement actions to improve the
learner experience.

Further information relating to assigned college Pls is available through the three
college websites which publicise a range of learner attainment Pl data and which can be
accessed through the following web addresses:

e http:--www.cityofglasgowcollege.ac.uk-about-us-our-performance

e http:--www.glasgowclyde.ac.uk-about-us-performance-indicators

e http:--www.glasgowkelvin.ac.uk-college-performance-

Risk Analysis

5.1.

Failure to deliver a sufficient level of academic performance within a national context
represents a reputational risk.

Legal Implications

6.1.

No legal implications are identified.

Financial and Regional Outcome Agreement Implications

7.1.

Failure to deliver academic performance targets as agreed within a Regional Outcome
Agreements could be used to adjust funding. However, this report provides evidence
that the Glasgow Region performed effectively in 2015-16.
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Glasgow Region 2015-16 Performance Indicators Annex A
Outcomes for Further Education student enrolments on full time recognised qualifications
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Level of achievement for students completing an FE course of 160 hours or more who did not achieve 'full' success
(An overview of the 'completed partial success' group above)

M Number of students who complete their course without gaining any units / credits

B Number of students completing their course achieiving up to 25% of planned units

I Number of students completing their course achieving 25 to 50% of planned units

[ Number of students completing their course achieving 50 to 75% of planned units

O Number of students completing their course achieving at least 75% of planned units
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Outcomes for Higher Education student enrolments on full time recognised qualifications
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Outcomes for Higher Education student enrolments on part time recognised qualifications
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Level of achievement for students completing an HE course of 160 hours or more who did not achieve 'full’ success
(An overview of the 'completed partial success' group above)

M Number of students who complete their course without gaining any units / credits

B Number of students completing their course achieiving up to 25% of planned units

I Number of students completing their course achieving 25 to 50% of planned units

0 Number of students completing their course achieving 50 to 75% of planned units

O Number of students completing their course achieving at least 75% of planned units




Enrolments by age group for courses lasting 160 hours or more

100%

Age group & [] % Further Withdrawal [] % Early withdrawal [] % completed Successfully [ % Partial Success
Students e . ¥ F—F— T i
under 18 4,412 65.5% 12.3%

18-20 year olds 12,192 72.5% 11.3%
21-24 yearolds 4,778 72.3% 10.8%

25-40 year olds 7,179 76.3% 7.7%
41 and Over 1,754 74.1% 7.6%
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Enrolments by Education Scotland subject groupings on FE courses lasting 160 hours or more

Subject & Students
Nautical studies 250
Education and training 37
Special Programmes 926
Performing arts 282
Construction 1,715
Engineering 1,469
Languages and ESOL 3,384
Land-based industries 231
Hospitality and tourism 922
Business, Management and Administration 975
Media 283
Art and design 891
Care 1,662
Computing and ICT 466
Hairdressing, Beauty and Complementary Therapies 1,275
Sport and Leisure 603
Science 980

Social subjects 486
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Enrolments by Education Scotland subject groupings on HE courses lasting 160 hours or more

Subject & Students [ % Further Withdrawal [ % Early Withdrawal  [_] % Completed Successfully ~ [[] % Partial Success
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Enrolments by level and gender on courses lasting 160 hours or more
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** National comparator for all enrolments

Key Group & Students

Xll*enrolments over 160 hours 137,696
10% Most deprived datazone areas 8,797
20% Most deprived datazone areas 12,908
Fees paid by employer 3,073

Ethnic minority 5,343

Disability 3,702

Year of study greater than first year 5,430

-40%

Outcomes for student enrolments on courses lasting 160 hours or more
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Performance against activity targets

2013-14

2.7%

2014-15 1.06%

2015-16 [[0.41% |

0.00%

2.00%

4.00%






